
 

 

 

 

Second Sunday of Advent  

December 9, 2018  

The Way of HOPE 
Advent, of all times, might be one when the road curves a bit more. The lure of commercialism and the idola-
try of prioritizing even good things, like family, over Jesus are ever-present. The way gets windy, curvy, and a 
little difficult to see Jesus in light of it all. Others struggle year round to see any kind of hope. All they see are 
mountains in the way. 
 
Christ came to show a new way. A way of hope, of healing, of holiness. He revealed a kingdom that is different 
from that of this world, and we can repent and live in this kingdom now. We can make straight the paths for 
Jesus, that others may see and hear that salvation is for them too. 
 
As we seek a new way of doing things, the landscape begins to change. The rough places are made smooth, and 
the mountains are laid low. God works out in our hearts a way of holiness. This way of holiness is hope for all 
people. We help to bring wholeness and hope to those around us when we make straight the path for the Lord. 
Often circumstances, whether from life or from our choices, make it difficult for us or others to see Jesus. We 
need the voices of others, like John, to declare the way, that we might see Jesus through it all. We often need 
to be that voice for others so they can see the salvation of Jesus. 
 

The Peace Candle 
Sunday Scripture Reading: Luke 3:1-6 

Prayer 
Dear God, it’s easy to get distracted this time of year, to get busy with lots of other things. Pretty soon life 
looks like a curvy and scary road, where we can’t see you. Help us to take time to have peace in our lives, to 
make our lives straight paths, so we can see and hear you. Help us to follow you and to have hope that you are 
going to bring peace to our lives and to the world around us. Amen. 
 
 

Advent Individual Reading Plan 

 Second Sunday of Advent, December 9, 2018 Scripture Reading: Luke 3:1–6                                

 Additional Scriptures: Malachi 3:1–4; Luke 1:68–79; Philippians 1:3–11  

 Monday, December 10, 2018 Scripture Reading: Isaiah 40:1–11     

 Additional Scriptures: Psalm 126; Romans 8:22–25  

 Tuesday, December 11, 2018 Scripture Reading: Isaiah 19:18–25    

 Additional Scriptures: Psalm 126; 2 Peter 1:2–15  

 Wednesday, December 12, 2018 Scripture Reading: Luke 7:18–30    

 Additional Scriptures: Psalm 126; Isaiah 35:3–7  

 Thursday, December 13, 2018 Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 8:1–15   

 Additional Scriptures: Isaiah 12:2–6; Amos 6:1–8  

 Friday, December 14, 2018 Scripture Reading: Isaiah 12:2–6     

 Additional Scriptures: Amos 8:4–12; 2 Corinthians 9:1–15  

 Saturday, December 15, 2018 Scripture Reading: Luke 1:57–66     

 Additional Scriptures: Isaiah 12:2–6; Amos 9:8–15 


